Autorzy podejmują bardzo ważny problem dotyczący pojęcia świadomości ogólnej oraz świadomości ekologicznej człowie-ka. Ukazują świadomość ekologiczną poprzez zarysowanie jej poziomu i czynników ją warunkujących. Przybliżają zagadnienia związane z kształtowaniem świadomości ekologicznej w naukach Św. Jana Pawła II, zrównoważonym rozwojem, ekofilozofią, zachowaniami proekologicznymi.
Nowadays, the natural environment is seriously threatened by human destructive activities. The constant development of industry results in negative consequences for the environment.
High level of air pollution or increasing amount of waste is one of the many threats to the environment.
It is crucial to raise public ecological consciousness understood as conscious respect for the natural world and the feeling of involvement and direct relation with the nature. It is people who have the major influence on the surrounding world, and for that reason, everybody must be aware of the consequences that result from neglecting the nature.
The content of the article primarily depicts what ecological consciousness consists and outlines the attitude of Saint John
Paul II towards the nature. He used to urge people to respect the nature, use natural resources reasonably, and not forget the value of life and well-being of other humans. Also, he emphasised the importance of respecting the nature with well-being of the other human in sustainable development as its fundamental aspect.
In its further part, the article elaborates on the definition of ecophilosophy and forms of pro-ecological attitudes connected with waste management and air pollution.
THE CONCEPT OF CONSCIOUSNESS
The term 'consciousness' originates from the Latin word conscientica, which means 'conscience'. Christian Wolff was the first to introduce the term, but the first Greek philosophers, including Aristotle, found human senses intriguing. According to them, the sense that is now called consciousness is responsible for embracing actions of all the senses. Since the dawn of time, many people have been keen to know how the human brain functions. Aristotle, St Thomas Aquinas, John Locke, Descartes, or Nagel are among those who regarded the brain to be something special and exceptional. According to Locke, with time, the mind gains new experience and ideas that are formed in response to external stimuli and sensations.
Introspection is a method that gives us a chance to become familiar with internal states of consciousness. It derives from Latin words spicere and intra, which mean, respectively, see and inside. It is dependent on, subordinated to it, higher-order mental states from the level on which it is conducted. Despite extensive research and numerous opinions that have been formed about the functioning of human consciousness since antiquity, it has not been thoroughly examined yet [Drobot 2012 ].
ECOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF PEOPLE
Ecological consciousness is, undoubtedly, a term that bears a number of meanings. It can be understood as general knowledge of the natural environment or as a set of laws, judgments, and views concerning the environment as the area for a human's Natural resources as a value important to the development of ecological consciousness of the polish society 
ECOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS -LEVEL AND FACTORS DETERMINING IT
The level of ecological consciousness is dependent on the knowledge that an individual possesses in this subject and also emotions that accompany it; hence, it can be put on three levels:
high, medium, and low. 
RAISING ECOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS FROM THE TEACHINGS OF SAINT JOHN PAUL II
The environment is not only beautiful landscapes that surround God as common good for all people. However, contrary to the popular belief, it is the behaviour of individuals that has the major influence on the surrounding world. floods, hurricanes, and so on. That proves the unity between the people and nature has been shattered. These days, a man is becoming fascinated by technology, which is the major reason for his detachment from the nature. Modern lifestyle encourages a change in mentality, morality, and even the structure of society.
The conviction that prevails in such mentality attaches greater importance to products developed by people than the act of creation since technology is considered something more valuable than the nature. Sensitivity to its aesthetic, psychological, religious, economic, and biological values are eclipsed. All devices beneficial for human development also determine his deeper attachment to comfort, and in consequence, a human becomes a slave to these devices. We tend to forget that it is hardship and suffering that put value to human life and enrich it.
John Paul II [1991] indicates that the path followed at the moment focussed principally on the protection of endangered species, and neglecting human moral values leads to nowhere. We cannot forget it is the other human who is most important in the surrounding world, and it is his welfare that should be identified as the priority for each of us, not animals or plants, although they are also important to maintain the ecological balance, but to a lesser extent than a man. The Pope emphasises that it is family that is the most important. It is the basic entity building the human ecology. Its value must be defended above all, especially these days when there are so many attacks against traditional 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

ECO-PHILOSOPHY
The word philosophy originates from the Greek words phileo and sophia, which mean, respectively, "love" and "wisdom". Generally speaking, it is a common study of the world. The term bears three basic definitions shown in figure 3 .
Eco-philosophy is the term of a similar origin to the previous one, but it consists of three Greek words. Apart from phileo and sophia, it also includes the word oikos that means 'environment'. 
PRO-ECOLOGICAL BEHAVIOUR
Education in the area of pro-ecological behaviour of society is vital to maintain the balance between the environment and health.
One of the modern problems is vast and still increasing amount of waste. Therefore, the United Nations (UN) authorities introduce a variety of regulations that aim at reducing waste and making the public aware of the importance of waste segregation. That is why, numerous trainings are conducted for both children and adults in majority of the UN countries [Pawul, Sobczyk 2011] .
Another serious global problem is, undoubtedly, air pollution that mostly results from industrial development. Producing, exploiting, and processing energy carriers, such as coal, oil, gas, and so on, has both positive and negative aspects (Tab. 1).
At present, special technologies for burning coal are applied to reduce the emission of harmful substances into the environment, such as: pulverised coal combustion, fluidised bed combustion, 
